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Iowa Lakes Alumni and members of 
 Iowa Lakes Alumni and Friends

Host their � rst-ever 

Chili Feed
On February 23, 2008 

From 12:30pm to 2:00pm

Located in The MAX on the Estherville Campus

SAYING “I LOVE YOU” WITH A SONG

Valentine’s Day can be made even more special 
for your loved ones this year with a Singing Valentine 
delivered by a men’s quartet.  On Thursday, Feb. 14, the 
Iowa Lakes Men’s Quartet will deliver Singing Valentines 
for area residents and business people looking for a fun 
and exciting new way to send a Valentine message to 
their sweethearts, family, employees, or customers.

The singers can serenade your sweetheart at 
home, at work, a restaurant, or anywhere else you 
choose.  Wherever they appear, they’ll draw a crowd 
– and sometimes a few tears.

The Singing Valentine costs $20 and includes 

By Hannah Hofmann

ESTHERVILLE - Proper ear protection is one of the most important 
things in a career in the Criminal Justice program. Without hearing 
protection, a student might lose his/her hearing in a range of mild to 
profound, which 
means that 
they might not 
be able to hear 
birds chirping, 
people talking 
or in an extreme 
case the lawn 
mower right 
next to them. 

To pro-
tect its students, 
the Iowa Lakes 
Criminal Justice 
program pro-
vides Big Ear 
hearing protec-
tion. 

Delaine 
Hiney, executive 
director of facili-
ties manage-
ment, is also the 
representative 
of Iowa in the 
Big Ear compa-
ny. She fits the 
hearing protec-
tion to each of 
the students. 

Hiney places a little stopper in the student’s ear and injects 
the Sani-Cast earplug material with a spring gun. After only two min-
utes, the ear plug is ready to take out of the ear. It then gets covered 

New Big Ear hearing protection saves students' hearing
two songs sung by the quartet (all in tuxes), a personal-
ized Valentine’s card, a rose, and a Polaroid picture, so 
that you can always remember the occasion.  Men and 
women alike are on the receiving end – with moving 
results.

“In four years, we have surprised over 150 people 
with our Singing Valentines,” Brett Fuelberth, vocal direc-
tor at Iowa Lakes Community College said.  “We filled 
our entire day last year, added an extra day, and still had 
to turn people down because we had no times left.  We 
are very excited to go out and surprise more people this 
year!”

To order a Singing Valentine, contact Brett 
Fuelberth at 362-7963. 

with a silicon-based material to protect it from bacteria. 
After finishing their education at Iowa Lakes, the Criminal 

Justice students will be able to take the hearing protection home 
with them. This will be a big benefit in their new careers. 

Pictured on left: Michael Metzen, a Criminal Jus-
tice student, wears his Big Ear protection.

Pictured below: A Big Ear hearing device ý ts 
snuggly into the ear to protect the inner ear from 
damage.

Iowa Lakes hosts high 
school jazz band contest
 
By Danielle Leet

ESTHERVILLE-For three days, Iowa Lakes Community College 
was invaded by hundreds of high school students preparing for 
performances and awaiting feedback from judges. High school jazz 
bands competed starting Jan. 15 and continued through Jan. 17. 
The bands performed for First, Second, and Third place at the an-
nual Jazz Band Contest. 
 On Tuesday, Jan. 15, the Class 1A bands performed. Then 
on Wednesday, Jan. 16, Class 3A and Class 4A bands performed. 
Finally, on Thursday, Jan. 17, the Class 2A bands performed.
 Winners from the ý rst day, Jan. 15 included: First place, 
Southern Cal, Tom Plummer, director; Second place, Aurelia, Ja-
son Heeren, director; and Third place, Rockwell City Lytton, Col-
leen Hecht, director.
 On Jan. 16, winners from Class 3A schools were: First 
place, Storm Lake, Frank Hoskins, director; Second place, Spirit 
Lake, Pam Houser, director; and Third place, Jefferson, Becky 
Greiner, director. From Class 4A schools winners were: First place, 
Sioux City North, Kevin Massey, director; and Second place, Sioux 
City North II, Dustin Bliven, director.
 On the ý nal day, Jan. 17, winners were: First place, Oko-
boji, Greg Forney, director; Second place, Central Lyon, Sherwin 
Langholdt, director; and Third place, South O’Brien, Ryan Rager, 
director. 
 The following week of January 22 – 23, multiple high school 
jazz singers and swing choirs performed for judges. (See page 5 
for pictures.)

Iowa Community College Dual Enrollment 
Programs create significant economic impact

High school students participating in dual enrollment pro-
grams through the Community Colleges of Iowa in a partnership 
with local community school districts saved the State the equivalent 
of $21.7 million in future state general aid assistance at other edu-
cational institutions and saved their families $30.7 million in future 
college-related expenses, according to a recent study by Strategic 

Economics Group.
That’s the report 

released in Des Moines by two 
state experts.

“Our study determined 
that Iowa’s community college 
‘early college opportunity’ pro-
gram generated more than a 
five-fold return on the taxpay-
ers’ investment,” according to 
former state economist Harvey 
Siegelman. The 2008 study was 
authored by Siegelman and 
Iowa State University econom-
ics professor Daniel Otto. 

Dual enrollment pro-
grams benefit a number of areas 
reflected in the study, which 
underscores the importance of 
such programs at Iowa’s com-
munity colleges, including Iowa 
Lakes Community College.

“Iowa Lakes has long 
been a leader in Iowa in provid-
ing access to and supporting 
dual enrollments for high school 
students,” said Dr. Harold Prior, 
president of Iowa Lakes.   “This 
represents the single best way 
for our area high school students 
to achieve a four-year college 
degree without accumulating a 
huge amount of debt.”

Prior also thanked the 
area schools for their leadership 
in this arena.

“K-12 school districts in 
the Iowa Lakes five-county area 
have been consistently very sup-
portive of using dual enrollments 
for providing further opportuni-
ties for high school students 
to prepare for successful entry 
into and completion of a college 
degree,” Prior said.  

And high school stu-
dents taking advantage of these 
college opportunities tend to 
graduate from college ‘on time.’

“A growing body of 
research indicates that college 
students who take college credit 
in high school earn higher col-
lege GPAs and have higher two 
and four-year graduation rates,” 
said Michael Morrison, President 
of North Iowa Area Community 
College. 

His college recently 
gathered the data on those 
graduation rates, according to 
Prior.


